
Orchestra Supply List and Info Sheet 
 
Supply List: 

****Please label everything with your child’s name on it. ***** 

1) Parent/guardian provided Instrument.  (See back for more information on instruments) 
2) Shoulder Rest is required for violins and violas. We HIGHLY recommend Everest brand for most students.  They 

do not fit everyone so we may suggest another alternate brand. (Save your receipt in case this happens) 
3) Rock Stop is required for cellos and basses  (A BELT Type rock stop is preferred for Cello) 
4) Rosin (Basses need to purchase BASS rosin, ie: Pops or Peps #3) 
5) Soft Cloth for cleaning the rosin off the instrument 
6) Extra set of strings (Violin and Viola only) *Highly recommended but not mandatory – These strings do break 

frequently enough that it’s good to have extras.* 
7) Black one inch Binder Containing a Pencil Bag with Pencils, eraser and White Index Cards 
8) Metronome AND Electronic Tuner or App/apps: (iOs and Android: Tonal Energy costs a couple dollars but is the 

best.  There are free options as well but will likely be separate apps instead of an all in one) Recommended: Korg 
TM60 with clip-on mic.   

9) METHOD Book:  Measures of Success for String Orchestra Book 1 for Violin, Viola, Cello, and Double Bass 
****Please label everything with your child’s name on it. **** 

Instruments and Busses: 

Violin and Violas:  100% allowed on any bus in the district per transportation’s own rules.  (if there is ever an issue, 
please let us know!!! 

Cellos:  Mostly not allowed on the bus.  They *can* fit but take up the space of 1-2 students.  If a bus is frequently half-
full, the bus driver has discretion to allow them.  We will provide school instruments to bus riders so they do not need 
to bring their instruments to and from school.   

Basses:  Never ever on the bus.  (We have tricks for field trips).  We will provide school instruments to bus riders so 
they do not need to bring their instruments to and from school.   

Other Transportation notes: 

Violins and Violas:  Most cases will come with a shoulder strap and they should be light enough to carry for walkers.  
Bike riders will need a luggage rack and a couple bungee chords to safely transport their instrument.  If the case is too 
heavy or uncomfortable, we can recommend a luggage rack that will work.   

Cellos:  Many cellists find a luggage rack to be a good investment if they are walking to and from school.  (If they HAVE 
to walk, please pack an emergency poncho or trash bag for the cello).  Riding a bike/scooter is NOT recommended. 

Basses:  There are wheels available but the bass will still be a bit ungainly even with a wheel.  Please speak to the 
conductor before purchase to make sure your bass is compatible and to get the right size.  

Prices: 

Rental Prices: 
Typical rental prices for beginner instruments are: 
Violin and Viola: 20-25 dollars per month 
Cello: 40-45 dollars per month 
Bass: 50-70 dollars per month 
 
Purchase Prices: 
Violin and Violas: $300 and up 
Cello: $800 and up 
Bass: $1100 and up   For more info on instruments, please turn to the other side of this page!!!! 



Why Rent (to own)? 

We highly recommend renting an instrument at first for a few reasons:   

1. Low initial investment 
2. You rent a small instrument but are paying for the full size one later on! (Don’t you wish you could do that with 

clothes and shoes for your kids?)  
3. A for-the-life-of-the-rental warranty 
4. Insurance.  Free replacement strings (that’s 40 dollars a year if you replace them all like you are supposed to) 

plus protection against drops, accidental crushing (based on true events), theft and just about every other 
situation.  

5. Trade up programs allow you to keep renting and accruing rental credit towards a college level instrument by 
the end of high school. 

Companies We Recommend: 

 Music & Arts, 8206 Agora Pkwy #110, Selma, TX 78154, (210) 566-1920 

 Terra Nova Violins, 6983 Blanco Rd., San Antonio, TX, (210) 349-4700. 

 Duckworth Violins, 301 W San Antonio St # 111, New Braunfels, Tx, (830) 627-1778. 

 Antonio Strad Violin, 10288 San Pedro Ave., San Antonio, TX, (210) 349-9788. 
 

But Amazon has a Violin package for $40!  (Or Cello package for $250) 

Ever heard the phrase, “if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is”?  A discount package from Amazon (or eBay or 
Wish, etc) is an orchestra teacher’s worst nightmare.  Here is the reality of the purchase: 

1. Poor workmanship.  We’ve seen these instruments break the first time we tune them! 
2. Terrible strings (that need to be immediately replaced)  $20-40 dollars for a violin (double for cello) 
3. No setup (that needs to be immediately done) $10-$100 dollars depending on how bad it is 
4. 90% chance of needing a new bow within 2 months (They are the wrong wood, the hair is so poorly done or 

they are so poorly made they simply don’t work)   Average cost: $40 and up (more for cello) 
5. Slower progress as a musician.  These instruments do not stay in tune, even with all the above mentioned 

work so the student is fighting their instrument on a daily basis.  The teacher is too, having to tune with the 
tuning pegs instead of the fine tuners every day.  2 of these instruments in a class will cut instruction time 
by 5-10 minutes!!!  That’s a whole class that is lost each week.   

*Also, try to stay away from “colored” instruments like: black, blue, red, etc. Though they look really cool, they 
are usually of poor wood quality and tend to break the most often.  

Other Notes about Purchasing: 

1. Pawn shops, estate sales, etc. are a wonderful place for someone who knows instruments to possibly find 

one.  However, there is no guarantee that it will be workable and chances are it isn’t.  For every gem, there 

are likely 99 duds when going this route.  We see them every year and its rare that the cheap pawn shop 

find doesn’t need work before its playable.     

2. Most students will need a non-full size instrument.  Buying one means you will need to sell it to get the next 

larger size.   

3. If your child is on a full size instrument, please talk with us before buying.  We can recommend brands and 

reputable shops.  Even then, we still recommend rent to own simply for the insurance option! 


